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Letter
from theEditor

One of my reporters, Pat McMillan, just walked into my office and told me that he enjoys being a part of the media 
family here at Widener. He enjoys, no doubt, the camaraderie, the trust, and the feeling of belonging that only a 
close-knit group can provide.

I am very fortunate to have accomplished so much in such a short time. The problem with the magazine is that I 
don’t get to address the readers as much as I’d like to, and although I am active on PrideWire, there’s absolutely 
nothing that compares to the feeling I get when I’m writing in the magazine, a project all of us here at The Dome 
put our heart and soul into.

To my editors, I commend you. You are all fine leaders.

To my staff writers, I applaud you. You have never written   
a bad story.  

To my photographers, I envy you. You’re the up-and-coming           
chroniclers of the future; do it justice.

To my readers, I salute you. You are the reason I try so damned 
hard.

And to my friends, I thank you. 

So yeah, Pat, you’re right. It is a family down here under 
Howell Hall, a family made up entirely of my best friends. 

So treat my friends well, Widener. Treat them well.

Goodbye, 
Jonathan P. Thomson
Class of 2011
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news & universiTy

 In the 21st century, you will rarely find something that is not linked to 

the Internet. From bank accounts, to pizza orders, and even fingerprints, all 

across the world businesses are relying more on the use of computers. The same 

is also true for colleges around the country. Recently, Widener University has 

seen the addition of a digital archiving system, which both students and faculty 

can access. The archiving system contains over one thousand files, each of which 

pertain to the history 

of Widener University. 

When an archive search is 

performed, the keyword 

is entered, and the search 

sorts through nearly 

seven hundred and fifty 

of the school’s newspaper 

articles, both past and 

present, as references.  

The articles stored in the 

archive data base range from ones published as far back as when the school was 

the Pennsylvania Military College to ones from Widener University’s current 

electronic newspaper, The Dome. In short, this means that students and staff 

members have instant access to many decades worth of history right here at 

Widener University! Look out for more information regarding these archives, as 

well as a possible link on PrideWire!

Modernization
Hits Wolfgram

Library
by Brett Hudson
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 If you have been in the library recently, 

you might have noticed the large empty space 

on the first floor. This empty space is actually 

the site of the library’s brand new information 

literacy classroom. The existing information 

literacy classroom is in the basement of the 

library. If you have ever taken an information 

literacy class 

or taken a 

freshman 

English course, 

you most likely 

have been 

crammed in 

the basement 

to work in this 

classroom.

 The library has been trying to bring the 

“info lit” classroom up to the first floor for a 

few years now. The current space in the library 

basement is old, dark, heavily used, and 

poorly ventilated. According to the director 

of the library Robert Danford, the space is 

overcrowded and no longer suitable. This is 

understandable: the information literacy 

classroom is used to teach approximately 

100 classes per semester totaling 3500 

students along with English classes and 

other requested classes. On top of this, 15 

classes are added every year.

 The 

new 360 

square foot 

classroom is 

going to cost 

the library 

$130,000. 

This cost 

covers 

everything 

including 

installation, carpet, tables, chairs, 

lighting, an AV system, and all 38 

computers. The library is saving money by 

strategically placing the classroom where 

only three walls need to be built, and 

none of the air vents need to be rerouted. 

The materials the library is using for the 

New Information
Literacy Classroom

by Pat McMillan
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walls and carpet of the new room are made 

of 83% recycled material.

 As for the installation of the 

electronics, the library is acting as a test 

site for ITS, who will be in charge of a new 

cleaner and easier to maintain computer 

setup. The computers will work off of smart 

terminals where the computer is fed an 

image from ITS. Instead of 38 individual 

computers, 38 smaller computers will share 

one server, generating less heat and taking 

up less space. Having to only deal with 

keyboards and monitors means more leg 

room and less worries about kicking the 

CPU, or a mess of wires.

 Furthermore, there are already 

plans for what is to be done with the space 

that is to be cleared in the basement. Aside 

from an overhaul of lighting, carpeting, 

and electronic systems on multiple levels, 

the basement is tentatively planned to be 

a group study area with moveable 

furniture and sound shields. 

“We would like it to be a more 

comprehensive computing and study 

environment,” said Mr. Danford.

 The library also hopes to integrate 

another ITS station in the library 

basement. These plans will be 

presented to the senior leadership 

team in December. When asked about 

the future vision for the library, Danford 

stated: “Our ultimate goal is to renovate 

totally and have a jointly administered 

computing and information facility so 

people can access high-end computing, 

tech support, and information knowledge 

support from the library.”

 A synergy of library resources and 

ITS assistance is an idea of convenience 

that the library wishes to make real one 

day. The library knows what it does best, 

and that is providing a place to study, 
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knowledgeable resources, and information 

literacy classes.“This nice, new, clean, 

bright environment shows that we care. We 

make it easier to learn, easier to teach, we 

can’t make excuses for a bad space,” said 

Danford. “The library was dedicated 40 

years ago, we want to keep it new. This is a 

symbol of our commitment, trying to make 

sure high quality work and the importance 

that we lend to information literacy. If 

it’s important, it’s important enough to 

be done in the best manner possible, and 

that’s what we’re doing here.”

 The new space should prove a relief to 

the staff that teaches information literacy and 

provide a more comfortable learning experience 

for those who get to use the new classroom. 

The library expects the classroom to be done 

sometime in December and ready to be used 

before next semester.

Wolfgram Celebrates 40th Anniversary

 November 7 marked the 40th anniversary of Wolfgram Memorial Library. The 
library was named after Lt. William Wolfram, a PMC graduate killed in action in 1945.



 Anxious Army Reserve 
Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) 
cadets dressed in their “Class As” 
and their dates gathered in the 
University Center at 4 p.m. this 
past Friday, November 19, and 
waited for the bus to arrive to pick 
them up for this year’s annual 
military ball. Upon arriving at 
the Fallfield Country Club, where 
the military ball was held, cadets 
and their dates formed a line to 
greet the cadre (ed. note: leading 

officers), and they then headed into 
the elegant banquet hall where they 
patiently waited to be seated.

 After the posting of the colors, 
all attendees stood for the national 
anthem, followed by toasts honoring 
the President, United States Army, 
the Freedom Battalion, distinguished 
guests, fallen comrades, and last but 
not least, the ladies. Finally, it was the 
time everyone was waiting for, dinner. 
Dinner consisted of a buffet with 
salads, fish, pasta, and dessert.

Freedom

Christine Curry

Battalion
Military Ball 2010

by
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The most memorable moment of 
the evening consisted of the guest 
speaker’s remarks. Major Tim 
Meadors, a 2001 graduate of the 
United States Military Academy, 
delivered a respectable speech 
targeted towards the cadets and he 
made it clear that it was an honor to 
be speaking in front of cadets who, 
in a time of war, have dedicated 
themselves in service to their country. 
“It is important to remain flexible,” 
Meadors said before assisting Master 
Sergeant Kenneth Klinger and 
Lieutenant Colonel Jon J. Peterson in 
the branch pinning of those seniors 
expected to graduate in the Fall.

 With the formalities of the 
evening behind them, it was time 
for dancing. Lt. Col. Peterson led 
the dance floor with his wife. Soon 
after, cadets joined and everyone 
appeared to be having a great time. 
After the last song, Journey’s “Don’t 
Stop Believin’,” was played, everyone 

packed up, gathered on the 
buses, and headed back.

 An event like this 
presented an opportunity 
for all members of the 
Freedom Battalion, which 
includes Widener, Cheyney, 
Immaculata, Neumann, 
Penn State Abington, Penn 
State Brandywine, Villanova, 
and West Chester, to relax 
and enjoy a formal dinner 

with their fellow cadets and cadre 
members. This year’s ball was 
designed, as all previous military 
balls were, to commend the cadets’ 
outstanding successes in the fall 
semester, and to congratulate 
those seniors who have passed 
the Leadership Development and 
Assessment Course (LDAC) and are 
now on their way to commissioning in 
the Fall.
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 Speakers were blaring and 
music was thumping at the 2010 Tal-
ent Showcase in Alumni Auditorium 
this past Saturday night. The event 
was hosted by WDNR’s own Walter 
Jay aka “Master Blaster” along with 
co-general manager Amber M. Gibbs. 
With over 200 people in attendance, 
mostly Chester residents, the talent 
show consisted mainly of Chester 
youth performing musical numbers on 

by Jonathan Thomson

stage; one student showcased his talent 
with the drums, another group per-
formed a choreographed dance number. 
The event also featured a dedication to 
Women of Strength, a Chester-based 
program focused on helping those 
suffering from the effects of violence, 
with WDNR presenting the group with 
a plaque honoring their contribution to 
the city.

Hosts

“2010 Talent Showcase”
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 It	is	highly	unlikely	to	find	these	two	
words in the same sentence normally. However, 
they are not as unrelated as they seem when 
it comes to astrophysics. These super massive 
cosmic structures and the traditional Italian 
cuisine	are	unified	by	the	scientific	theory	
known	as	“spaghettification”.

 Black holes 
interest scientists 
and non-scientists 
alike due to their 
mysterious and 
dark nature. Black 
holes cannot be 
photographed as 
other celestial 
objects, and their 
presence only be 
observed through 
their effect on 
surrounding objects, 
which makes it even 
more curious.

 Black holes are created when stars 

end their lives in a supernova explosion. In a 
supernova explosion the star’s core collapses 
and gravity wins the battle over any other force 
that will be able to hold the star up. At this 
point, the star’s entire mass is centered at one 
single point, with its total gravity acting upon 
such a small space creating the center of a black 

hole, which is called a 
singularity.  The word 
singularity means a 
point at which some 
property	is	infinite	
and this is the case at 
the center of a black 
hole. All mass of the 
star is compressed to 
a volume approaching 
zero	creating	an	infinite	
density, hence creating 
a singularity. A black 
hole with the mass 
of	our	sun	would	fit	
into a small town, 

and a black hole with the mass of earth would 
be the size of a peanut. You would be able to 
understand how powerful the gravitational force 

by Maneesha Wijesinghe

Black Holes
ProducingShowcase”
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of a black hole would be if you think about the 
gravitational force that is holding all of us on 
earth, concentrated on a peanut. It would be that 
powerful. You will be sucked into the peanut 
immediately! These small black holes will 
merge together to create massive black holes, 

which would grow over the time as they suck 
gas and dust from their surroundings. Almost all 
the galaxies contain gigantic black holes in their 
centers, millions or even billions of times more 
massive than the Sun. 

 In 1915, from his revolutionary theory 
of general relativity, Albert Einstein proposed 
that gravity can bend the path of light. The only 
reason we don’t experience it on earth is that 
light travels fast and the gravitational force is 
comparatively weak. However, as I explained 
above, when a star collapses its total gravity will 
be concentrated on a tiny black hole making the 
gravitational force powerful enough to suck in 
the light that passes by. Since light can’t escape 
a black hole, they can be observed only through 
their effect on surrounding objects such as gas 
and dust particles, which would let their last 
gasp before being sucked into the black hole.

 You would frequently hear the term 
“event	horizon”	if	you	are	studying	about	black	

holes. Event horizon is the boundary where 
nothing can escape the black hole, not even 
light. Nobody knows what is happening or how 
it is like inside the event horizon. The size of 
a black hole is measured referring to the event 
horizon. If the black holes size is given as 10 

miles, it means that the event horizon is 10 
miles further from the center of the black hole. 
This distance from the center of the black hole 
to the event horizon is called Schwarzschild 
radius.

 Usually black holes are visualized as 
black spheres located at the center of bright 
galaxies. Even though an actual black hole 
can be more or less different from an artist’s 
conception, it can be considered as a sphere 
in the sense that everything stays within the 
Schwarzschild radius. Also, it is possible to 
orbit a black hole as a spherical planet without 
the requirement of being light years away. It 
would be safe for a normal size black hole to 
orbit between 50 to 70 miles from the event 
horizon.

	 Now	let’s	see	how	spaghetti	fits	into	
the picture. In his well known book, “Brief 
History	of	Time”	physicist	Stephen	Hawking	

“Nothing can escape the 
black hole, not even light.”

news & universiTy
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describes the fate of an astronaut that fell into 
a black hole.  The center of our galaxy, Milky 
Way contains a supermassive black hole, 
which is about 6.25 light hours* in radius (6.25 
light hours is a small distance but this black 
hole is considered as supermassive due to 
the extraordinary amount of mass compacted 
into its small sphere, about 3.7 million solar 
masses** ). Imagine an astronomer travelling 
towards such a black hole. The astronomer 
will reach the event horizon and even pass the 
event horizon without experiencing anything 
special. It is because the gravitational force will 
be acting upon him just like it is acting upon us 
standing on the earth. However, as he reaches 
the center of the black hole, the difference in 
the gravitational forces on his head and his feet 
would become so strong it would stretch him 
like a strand of spaghetti.

 The force of gravity is inversely 
proportional to distance. Therefore, the 
astronomer, as he falls towards the 
center of a black hole, will experience 
two separate forces. One lateral force 
acting on his feet will be stronger 
(assuming	he	is	falling	feet	first)	than	
the force acting on his head. As the 
astronomer gets closer to the center of 
the black hole, the gravitational force 
will be stronger than inter-atomic 
forces. This results in the astronomer 
being stretched out until he is a string 
of atoms, which will snap eventually.  
Interestingly, you can cross the event 

horizon without even experiencing anything 
different on a supermassive black hole due to 
their large size. But, you will be shredded to 
pieces even before you reach the event horizon 
on a small black hole, as the Schwarzschild 
radius is much closer to the singularity.

	 Although	spaghettification	is	quite	a	
catastrophic phenomenon, it is highly desired 
in	the	scientific	world	to	actually	observe	
the inside of a black hole and witness the 
spaghettification	of	an	object.	Black	holes	are	
a	subject	field	where	scientists	are	currently	
participating in relentless research, revealing 
new ideas. If we could solve the mystery behind 
these formidable black monsters it would 
definitely	give	answers	to	some	of	the	leading	
questions in astrophysics, including the birth of 
the universe.

*light hours- the distance light would travel in a 
hour, 10^11 m **solar mass – mass of the sun

news & universiTy
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 The class of 2010 will have been 
the last year for a Widener class to receive 
a yearbook. Starting this year, there will be 
no more yearbooks made for the classes of 
Widener University. This decision has been 
under consideration by yearbook represen-
tatives and the Dean of Student Affairs for 
a significant amount of time. The deciding 
factors in the closing of the yearbook come 
down to financial reasons and an overall lack 
of student interest. According to the Office of 
Student Affairs, “other projects and programs 
can be established/improved with the original 
yearbook’s allocated funds”.  

 For those who are unfamiliar with the 
yearbook process, it was completed by two or 
three students every year. The yearbook staff 
was provided a laptop from the publishing 
company and a space under Howell Hall. The 
yearbook used a streamlined digital process 
to arrange the photos and layouts for the book 
as opposed to the more-antiquated cutting and 
pasting. The final product is then sent to the 
publishing company so that they can manufac-
ture the physical book. This book would then 
run the students between $50-$125 each.

 There may be no more yearbook, but 
the idea of a commencement book has been 
presented. Student Affairs is currently nego-
tiating what would be a very “concise and 
economical” book according to the publishing 
company. A commencement book would con-
tain the usual student portraits along with pho-
tos of campus and the day’s festivities. This 
option is still being considered, not all details 

have been disclosed by the publishing company 
concerning price, process or whether students 
could be involved in said process or not. Student 
interest has yet to be solicited for this idea as 
well.
 
 Student interest is a very large part of de-
cisions that affect organizations like this. When 
gauging student interest the office of student af-
fairs spoke to numerous students, students on the 
yearbook staff and took into account the Student 
Governments Association’s opinion. Associate 
Dean of Student Affair Michael Lombardo said, 
“we were not getting a response that warranted 
further survey.” 

 Several senior students expressed their 
disappointment about not having a something to 
look back on after their four years at Widener, 
while otherss seemed indifferent towards the 
idea of not having a yearbook, while some were 
unaware that Widener even had a yearbook. 
“The future is led by student interest” said Dean 
Lombardo, “the administration could come up 
with the best idea, but if the students don’t want 
it, we’re not doing justice to the resource that is 
available”. Widener’s future is ditacted by the 
students and where they will put their attention. 
When asked about where things are going for 
the mentioned projects, improvements and pro-
grams, Dean Lombardo responded: “We don’t 
know what will happen, but we will look at it 
in a collegial and democratic manner as to what 
direction to go next.”

Shelving the

by Pat McMillan

Yearbook

news & universiTy
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 Walking through Widener’s college 

campus on my way to class, I retrieve my daily 

copy of The New York Times. My eyes slowly 

glance over the bold headlines illustrating the 

events and breakthroughs of that particular 

day. After reading 

a brief overview 

from the front-page 

headlines, I quickly 

turn to the international 

section of the newspaper. 

I love to read about what’s 

going on in the world. It’s 

more informing, in my opinion, and there 

is a lot more diversity. Plus, I feel that it is 

my responsibility as a major in international 

relations, and best to my advantage, if I am 

well-informed of what is going on around the 

world.

 However, I have noticed that many 

college students at Widener are not as 

informed of issues concerning the international 

community. It’s not that they are not given 

valid opportunities to do so –as there are many 

resources available on campus, such as USA 

Today and The New York Times newspapers, 

computers, books and offered courses–but it 

is more or less an issue of students lacking 

interest and a default on behalf of 

the university.

 Although Widener 

offers a wide variety 

of international 

relations courses 

for students to enroll 

in each semester; however, its mediocre 

attempts of stimulating student interest in these 

courses as well as extracurricular organizations 

suffers astonishingly. Widener has done 

a	“deplorable	job”	in	advocating	student	

awareness of foreign events, and when it 

comes down to meeting student interests, “next 

too	zero,”	Dr.	Martin	E.	Goldstein,	a	Professor	

of	Government	and	Politics	at	Widener,	

said. He also teaches numerous international 

relations courses at Widener, including Current 

Issues in World Affairs, American Foreign 

by Christine Curry

Lack of Interest
Foreign Affairs

Student in
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Policy, Politics in the Middle East, Arms 

Control, and many other courses.

 Previously at Widener, there were quite 

a few thriving organizations that contributed 

knowledge to students about foreign affairs; 

however, these organizations slowly decayed 

and are now non-existent.	Dr.	Goldstein,	
the advisor to Model United Nations –an 

organization created to provide students with 

an understanding of the functions of the United 

Nations and diplomacy– explained that its 

disappearance was due to the fact that there 

were not enough students in the organization 

to form a delegation and not enough student 

interest. Political Affairs Club –another Widener 

organization that provided insight to students 

on foreign matters through hosting various 

guestspeakers– additionally became obsolete 

due to lack of interest as well.

 So, what can be done to spur interest in 

students?	Well,	Dr.	Goldstein	suggested	having	

various professors speak on foreign events, 

which could then possibly be offered as an 

extra credit event: students are infatuated with 

extra	credit.	Furthermore,	Professors	could	find	

some way to relate world issues to the everyday 

lives of students. This way, students will be 

more inclined to pay attention and follow 

current events. Also, overtly designating where 

newspapers are located –in the entrances of 

most academic buildings on campus– so that 

students are well aware of where to retrieve 

one if he or she wants to. This could possibly 

increase chances of student readership and 

interest. Even if it means just reading the 

headlines of the daily newspaper, that will 

increase student knowledge of foreign affairs 

as well, and help students realize that there is 

more going on in the world than what appears 

to them.

informed of issues concerning 
the	international	community.”

“Students at Widener are not as
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 This morning as I was walking to the 
cafeteria I noticed paw prints painted on the 
asphalt around Old Main beginning behind the 
flag pole. After my morn-
ing class I went on a run and 
headed down to the track, no-
ticing the trail of paw prints 
led to Leslie Quick Stadium. 
Realizing that The Pride’s 
Den Pride Walk is this Sat-
urday at noon, I understood 
their significance.

 I can understand the 
idea and the aspect that The 
Pride’s Den is trying to ac-
complish among the student 
body; but no matter how 
much they try, there never 
will be enough school spirit 
here. The Pride Walk is a 
great idea and I personally 
like the idea. I also think it 
is a way to capture students 
and get them involved with 
the University, but where was 
this four years ago? Over the 
years I noticed that the Widener students just 
do not seem to bother with campus events. The 
“Welcome Back Bash” earlier this year was 
deserted and some of the organizations hired to 
provide the blow up slides and such seemed to 
be bored. It is not the University’s fault for the 
lack of school spirit since I know that they host 
many events to get the students involved, but 
the main problem is the students themselves.

 The paw prints were the buzz around 
campus today and out of 15 students inter-

viewed, the consensus was that the prints were 
“stupid, tacky, and pointless.” Some even went as 
far as to call the prints graffiti and completely un-

necessary. I agree.

 Paint does not come 
off overnight, so these paw 
prints could be around for 
quite a while, unless The 
Pride’s Den used some sort 
of “magic” paint. I think 
it defaces our campus and 
adds a tackiness that is 
but a step above sidewalk 
chalk. There’s no bet-
ter way to aggravate the 
majority of students by 
constantly reminding them 
of the mascot they so very 
hate by painting obnoxious 
yellow paw prints in front 
of a historic building. If 
students do not know how 
to get to the stadium by 
now then they should look 
at the expensive lighted 
maps that the University 

built last year. Perhaps, though, while walking to 
class I should not be alarmed if a munchkin pops 
out of a shrub or a tree and tells me to follow the 
“Yellow Print Road.” Students, do not fear! We 
may soon yet have a Tinman or Scarecrow statue 
to go along with our hip new direction.

 Spirit and energy is crucial for a campus 
but painting yellow prints for students to march 
and follow is not the answer this University needs. 
Just remember not to tap your heels three times or 
you might not be here for class…

by Mark Benedetto

Followthe Yellow
Print Road



announCemenTs

     The holiday season is one the highest crime periods of the year.  The Widener University Campus Safety 
Department encourages you to always take the following precautions.

 -Always travel in groups while walking on and off-campus. The Campus Safety Department offers an escort and 
transport service and most shopping malls offer that as well.
 When using credit cards, make sure that only one credit slip is printed with your charge card. Also, besure to tear 
up any carbons that may be used to complete the transaction.
 - Keep a record of all of your credit card numbers in a safe place at home.
 - Shop during daylight hours whenever possible. If you must shop at night, go with a friend or family member. 
Not only is there safety in numbers, but shopping in a group will give you a chance to catch up on things and 
renew friendships.
 - If you stop for a bite to eat be aware of your wallet or handbag. Don’t leave handbags or shopping bags behind 
you or unattended. Place them in front of you where you can see them or close to your body.
 - Be prepared to flee potential problems areas. If you are apprehensive about any location for any reason, leave.
 - Keys should not be carried in your purse. In the event of a purse snatching, the thief will have your address and 
the keys to your home.
 - Walk confidently, with your head up, and stay in well.lighted and well traveled areas. Pay attention to people 
walking in front of and behind you.
 - Dress casually, comfortably, and avoid wearing expensive jewelry.
 - Beware of strangers approaching you for any reason. “Con.artists” may try various methods of distracting you 
with the intention of taking your money or belongings.
 - Avoid overloading yourself with packages. It is important to have clear visibility and freedom of motion to 
avoid mishaps.
 - Be extra careful if you do carry a wallet or purse. They are the prime targets of criminals in crowded  shopping 
areas, transportation terminals, bus stops, on buses and other rapid transit, and while walking. 
 - Remember not to carry open.weave bags or purses without zippers or flaps. Those items are easy marks for 
pickpockets.
 - Pay for purchases with a check or credit card when possible.
 - Carry a minimal amount of credit cards and avoid carrying large sums of cash.
 - Even though you are rushed and thinking about a thousand things, stay alert to your surroundings.
 - Holiday gifts should not be visible through car windows. Gifts should be placed in the trunk or covered on the 
floor of your vehicle.
 - The Campus Safety Department would like to wish you a Happy and Safe Holiday Season.  If you have any 
questions regarding your security needs, please contact us.

Happy Holidays

A Holiday Message 
From Campus Safety


